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Swan SongLike the rest of his family, Louis is a trumpeter swan. But unlike his four brothers and

sisters, Louis can&#39;t trumpet joyfully. In fact, he can&#39;t even make a sound. And since he

can&#39;t trumpet his love, the beautiful swan Serena pays absolutely no attention to him.Louis

tries everything he can think of to win Serena&#39;s affection--#8212;he even goes to school to

learn to read and write. But nothing seems to work. Then his father steals him a real brass trumpet.

Is a musical instrument the key to winning Louis his love?
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The Trumpet of the Swan turned out to be another big hit for my family and I to share together. You

know you have a big hit with my kids when they will do whatever you ask of them just so you will sit

there and read the next chapter!!TOTS is told from a number of different perspectives. It starts off

from the perspective of Sam Beaver, a young boy from Montana on vacation with his father in the

Canadian Wilderness. Sam is an introspective young man. He likes to explore and think by himself,

he worries about his future, and he keeps a journal where he asks himself questions to ponder

every night before he goes to sleep. My 8-year-old Noah was quite taken with that idea and I am

getting a journal book of his own to write down his thoughts and make little pictures to keep. Sam is

also brave and patient. His patience pays off when one day the Mother Swan and her Cob allow

their new cygnets to meet him. And that is how Sam meets Lois, the little swan without a voice. In a



very tender moment little Lois, who has no voice, pulls Sam's shoe lace as a way to say hello. The

imagination of my young sons were so inspired with what it would take to have a wild bird like Lois

come that close to them. We can't even get the stray cats in our neighborhood to stand still long

enough for a pat on the head!!The Cob and his wife have come to Canada for the purpose of raising

a family. The first couple of chapters are dedicated to the challenges of building a nest and hatching

the young cygnets. This is my favorite part of the book! The cob, is a master orator! He never says

in anything in 5 words when 50 will do much better! He is arrogant, verbose, flamboyant and

charming. He cracked us all up more than once!
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